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It’s six months since we became co-
Chairs of Selby Big Local and what 
a busy few months it has been! As 
residents in the Big Local area we 
know what a great opportunity 
Big Local is for our community and 
we hope you enjoy reading about 
some of our recent activities. There 
are lots of ways to get involved and 
we’d love to hear from you.

Joanne Scott and Robin Belder 

#Makingourspace  
creative project with a  
newly commissioned artist

Residents have chosen an artist 
to work with us over the next 
couple of months to help create a 
sculpture project celebrating our 
new resident-led building. Joanne, 
a local sculptor, will be running 
workshops using foam clay (not 
nearly as messy as traditional clay 
and way more fun!!!) with local 
community groups. 

No experience is required, just 
come and be willing to have a bit 
of fun and make a small sculpture 
for a giant 3D map of Selby. The 
models can be based on a building 
or place that you like in Selby, an 
activity that you like doing here 
or… just about anything else that 
you can think of that makes you 
happy in Selby. 

Suitable for young and old  
and everyone in-between!

 WORKSHOPS
(All workshops are free unless stated)

Wednesday 8th January
Community House, 4pm-6pm  
For ages 12 – 19 yrs     
Pizza provided!

Friday 10th January
Community House, 11am-3pm 
Friendship Friday £3 
Lunch included

Saturday 11th January 
Coultish Centre, Charles Street 
12pm-2pm   
All welcome Crafternoon Tea!

Saturday 18th January  
Salvation Army Building, Parkin Ave 
Beat the January Blues event

Please contact Nicola to find  
out more - 07734458188 or  
Nicola.thompson@selbybiglocal.org.uk.

Jingle Mingle — residents 
come together to celebrate 
our community at Christmas

On the 30th November Jingle 
Mingle came to Selby Community 
Centre and we had the nicest Christ-
mas Social, celebrating all things 
community with over 100 local 
residents. Selby Big Local residents 
planned and delivered this com-
munity celebration, which included 
bingo, a tombola, party games, a 
great crafting area and festive re-
freshments supported by donations 

from Sainsburys. A huge thank you 
to all those that helped at the event 
and to everyone that joined us to 
celebrate. If you didn’t get a glimpse 
of the Selby Christmas Dinosaur that 
day then you missed a treat!
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Welcome to the new look  

Selby Big Local newsletter
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We bought a building to create a 
place where residents can come 
together, get involved in new 
activities, meet people and find 
support when they need it.

Supporting residents to set 
up and run small groups and 
activities that bring people 
together; including the Selby 
Community Choir, the Selby Big 
Local Travel Club and the over  
50s IT Club.

Through ‘Big Aspirations’ we’ve 
worked with over 350 pupils, 
exciting and inspiring young 
people to think about their 
 future careers.

In partnership with Selby District 
Council and Groundwork, we’ve 
been working with local residents 
to plan and design a community 
garden next to St James’ Church. 
We’re waiting for Spring for phase 
2 to bring the garden to life!

Through our Community Chest 
programme we’ve distributed 
over £12,000 to local residents 
and organisations to deliver  
new activities in the Selby Big 
Local area.

We’ve run over 17 events, from 
our Jingle Mingle Christmas 
Party to our Friendship Friday 
Roadshow in partnership with 
Selby District AVS, to family 
friendly Raspberry-Pi coding 
workshops and summer pop-up 
hubs on Community Field.

Developed a Selby Swans youth 
team, supporting young people 
to get involved in community 
projects and bring their voice  
to the future of Selby Big Local.

2020
Selby Big Local is led by residents, for residents, and all our  
activity is guided by priorities set by the local community  
and embedded in our Community Action Plan. 

What have we been up to:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Help us develop our next  
Community Action Plan by telling us 
what’s important to you. What makes 
our community special and what 
would make Selby an even better 
place to live?  

Answer the following question  
to be in with a chance to win.
“To make my community  
an even better place to live  
I would like to see….”

See your idea  
come to life
your chance to win £50  
One4All gift vouchers

All entries will be in with the chance 
to win £50 of One4All vouchers and 
the Selby Big Local team will invite 
residents to get some of the best 
ideas off the ground.

Send your entries to:  
matt@selbybiglocal.org.uk 
All entries must be received  
by 31st January

Win!

In 2020 we hope to open the  
doors of our resident-led building on 
Flaxley Rd and we’ll be continuing our 
conversations across the community 
as we get the redevelopment of the 
space underway. 

Get involved and find out more  
— give us a call, drop us an email or 
join the conversation on Facebook  
@selbybiglocal 
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During our Selby Summer of Fun 
events, residents told us that 
creativity, play, a space for socialising 
and excellent free WIFI are all things 
that are important to the community 
for our new resident-led space. So, 
Thread Architects have drawn up 
initial designs based on this feedback 
and the Partnership is looking at 
how key design features will help us 
deliver against our priorities.
 

Thread Architects create ‘shopping game’ 
with residents to help us prioritise design 
features of the new space.

To help the process, Thread created 
a shopping list game and residents 
had a budget of ‘Selby Dollars’ to 
‘spend’ to help us progress designs 
for the building. It went really well 
and it was obvious that accessibility 
was at the top of everyone’s list. 

Watch this space for a look at 
designs soon!

Start the next Decade well 
with Selby Big Local

Join Selby Big Local and see in 
the new year well at our wellbeing 
event on Saturday 18th January, at 
the Church at the Crossroads in the 
Abbots Road area.

The event will include community 
cooking and eating together, 
mindfulness activities, a children’s 
play area, a sculpture session with  
our resident artist and a few local 
groups and support services will be  
on hand for a chat or advice. As 
always, all are welcome. 

Follow our Facebook page  
@selbybiglocal for updates.

For further information please 
contact Nicola on 07734458188 or 
Nicola.thompson@selbybiglocal.org.uk.

with Thread  
Architects

More seats on the bus  
with Selby Travel Club

The Selby Big Local Travel Club was 
set up by local residents to provide 
fun and affordable trips to destina-
tions across the region and in 2020 
we’ll be offering two trips a month in 
response to popular demand. Des-
tinations are chosen by members of 
the club and recently have included 
Beverley, Whitby and Halifax Piece 
Hall, with trips costing between 

£5-10 depending on the location. 
Plans are afoot to visit Bridlington, 
Shibden Hall and York Designer 
Outlet over the coming months. 

Trips will start again in March, 
please contact Brenda  
on 01757 700057 to find our  
more and book your place.

6 7

Travel  
Club



Hi, I’m Matt and I’m the new 
Community Development Worker 
at Selby Big Local. I started in early 
December so hope I’ll soon have 
chance to meet many of you as I 
get out and about across the Big 
Local area.

It’s an exciting time to be joining 
the team and I’m really looking 
forward to getting to know Selby 
and the Big Local areas, talking 
to residents and creating new 
opportunities to bring people and 
local groups together. If you have 

an idea for what would make our 
community an even better place, 
please get in touch for a chat and  
a cuppa!

You can drop-in and see me 
at Community House until our 
new building on Flaxley Road is 
completed, or you can contact me  
by email matt@selbybiglocal.org.uk  
or by mobile 07946 321680.

There are lots of ways to get involved, from coming 
to one of our monthly Partnership meetings, 
attending a community event or running your own 
project. Get in touch for more information!

Bryony Boyle 
Selby Big Local Coordinator
T: 07824 975943 
E: bryony@selbybiglocal.org.uk

www.selbybiglocal.org.uk or follow us on            
         @selbybiglocal

Meet     
 Matt

Find out more


